
RESOLUTION NUMBER 110 

HONORING EL-HAJJ SULTAN MUHAMMAD  

 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis recognizes, lifelong city resident and 

community leader; Mr. El-Hajj Sultan Muhammad in honor of his 90th Birthday; and     

WHEREAS, sometimes in a community you will find elders who provide wisdom and guidance to the next 

generation with El-Hajj Sultan Muhammad being one of those treasures; and  

 

WHEREAS, El-Hajj Sultan Muhammad was born and raised in the City of St. Louis, Missouri on March 4, 

1931 during the depression.  Raised by a strong mother, Ada Graham, a mother that was determined to 

overcome her obstacles. Through the strength of his Mother’s endurance, he learned early in life the importance 

of self-perseverance, learning and wisdom; and   

  

WHEREAS, because of his concern for the community he would often give life coaching lessons to the friends 

of his children and other youth in the community. Because there was not an abundance of positive male 

influences in his neighborhood he would counsel and teach freely to the next generation. Many youths started 

coming over regularly to listen to him because they had become thirsty for his wisdom.  Many friends of his 

children would say they wished they had a father like him; and  

  

WHEREAS, he would take the time to talk to anyone from all walks of life with the upmost respect.  Not sugar 

coating the truth, his messages are straight to the point with no filters or embellishments.  He is not afraid to 

speak on issues that many find controversial or dance around in fear of retaliation or rejection.  He believes 

there is no better time than the present time, and that time is of the essence. This is one of his great attributes 

that is admired by so many; and  

  

WHEREAS, he is a source of inspiration, he is an authentic life coach, he teaches people how to research and 

become an independent critical thinker. He gives a lesson within the lesson.  He leaves no stones unturned.  He 

always states that before you discredited a person, learn his or her story, walk in their shoes.  He teaches that 

you cannot help anyone if you despise them.  He encourages our community to learn and understand our 

heritage and ancestors.  He believes that each generation must pass the torch and become greater than their 

predecessor; and    

   

WHEREAS, as quoted in the Quran: 

 

“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. If 

one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at 

them but address them in terms of honour.”  (Quran: 17:23) 

  

“And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy, and say: "My Lord! Bestow 

on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was small.”  (Quran: 17:24). 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis 

pauses in its deliberations to honor Mr. El-Hajj Sultan Muhammad for all his contributions to our community 

and by adoption of this resolution wish him a happy, happy 90th Birthday. We further direct the Clerk of this 

Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a 

commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor.   

 

 



Introduced this 19th day of April, 2021 

The Honorable John Muhammad, Alderman 21st Ward 

 

 

Adopted this19th day of April 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 


